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WiFi Network: ACINA_ACC | WiFi Password: airports26 

All sessions and events will take place at the Hyatt Regency Atlanta. 
Updated: May 12, 2026 

 

 MONDAY, MAY 11, 2026 

2:00 PM – 
4:00 PM 

Chief Development Officer Forum (Dunwoody Room) 
Open to ACI-NA Airport Members Only 

4:15 PM – 
5:15 PM 

ACI-NA Construction & Project Delivery Working Group (Dunwoody Room) 
All Welcome 

TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2026 

7:30 AM – 
4:00 PM 

Registration (International Foyer) 

7:30 AM – 
8:30 AM 

Networking Breakfast (Embassy Hall) 

8:30 AM – 
8:45 AM 

Welcome and Opening Remarks  
(International Ballroom) 
Welcome to Atlanta! Your association hosts T.J. Schulz (ACC) and Chris Oswald 
(ACI-NA) welcome you to this year's Summit and set the stage for our 1½ day 
program. 

8:45 AM – 
10:15 AM 

State of North American Airport Capital Development  
(International Ballroom) 
In our initial session, we'll assess key trends--including economic uncertainty, 
infrastructure needs, funding challenges, evolving regulatory environments, and 
technological advancements--that are impacting capital development programs 
and project delivery at U.S. and Canadian airports. 

Moderator:  Michelle Brantley, Senior Vice President,  
Accenture-Infrastructure & Capital Projects 
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Speakers: Harry Barrett, Jr., Executive Director of Aviation,  
Palm Springs International Airport 

 Frank Rucker, Senior Deputy General Manager of Infrastructure,  
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport 

 Sharon Sarmiento, Ph.D., Senior Vice President-Economics & 
Forecasting, Unison Consulting 

 Carrie Shaeffer, VP, National Aviation Director, Swinerton 

10:15 AM – 
10:45 AM 

Networking Break (International Foyer) 

10:45 AM – 
12:00 PM 

Capital Project Management: When Airlines Manage the Process 
(International Ballroom) 
Moving beyond the Summit's past focus on project delivery methods, this year 
we'll be taking a deeper look at capital project management with a particular 
emphasis on airline managed programs. 

Moderator:  Steve Riano, Aviation Division Manager, Infrastructure Planning & 
Development Group, Bechtel Infrastructure Corporation 

Speakers: Rob Hoxie, Managing Director of Facilities, American Airlines  

 Dan Molloy, Managing Director, Accenture-Infrastructure & Capital 
Projects 

 Steve Sisneros, Executive Advisor, Paslay Group  

12:00 PM – 
1:15 PM 

Networking Lunch (Embassy Hall) 

1:15 PM – 
2:30 PM 

Project Delivery as a Team Sport: Engaging Airlines, Tenants, and Other Key 
Stakeholders from Start to Finish (International Ballroom) 
Successful capital project development at airports is a team sport, involving 
direct engagement with airlines, tenants, and other key stakeholders. In this 
session, we'll explore ways in which you can effectively engage these 
stakeholders from design through facility commissioning. 

Moderator:  Joan Zatopek, Aviation Planning & Development Manager,  
Oakland San Francisco Bay Airport 

Speakers: Nicole Canosa, Senior Director, AvAirPros 

 Nikki Harland, CEO, Concessions International 

 Traci Holton, Vice President, New Horizon, Metropolitan Nashville  
Airport Authority 

 Nathan Sims, Director of Operations, Studdiford Technical Solutions 

 Patrick Wilcox, Senior Account Manager, Swinerton 

2:30 PM – 
3:00 PM 

Networking Break (International Foyer) 
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3:00 PM – 
4:15 PM 

Spotlight on Progressive Design-Build: What We’ve Learned in the 
 Last 10 Years (International Ballroom) 

Progressive design-build--once an "alternative delivery method" in the U.S. and 
Canada--has matured significantly since ACI-NA and ACC began holding this 
Summit in 2006, and especially over the last decade. In this session, we'll take a 
focused look at the evolution of PDB in the airport market and what's next for 
the delivery method. 

Moderator:  Peter Aarons, Vice President-Aviation, Jacobs 

Speakers: Ajay Babla, Program Manager-Airport Design and Construction,  
San Diego County Regional Airport Authority 

 Judi Mosqueda, Chief Development Officer, San Francisco 
International Airport 

 Jeff Siddle, Vice President - Planning & Development,  
Tampa International Airport 

4:15 PM – 
5:15 PM 

From Compliance to Collaboration: The FAA’s Shift in Project Delivery 
(International Ballroom) 

The FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024 expanded several provisions regarding 
alternative project delivery methods. In this session, we’ll discuss how the FAA 
has been implementing these provisions as well as areas that still need work. 

Moderator:  Diego Rincon, Vice President, Parsons 

Speakers: Kay Ryder, Manager, Airports AIP Finance Branch, FAA 

 Chris Oswald, Senior Vice President-Safety & Regulatory Affairs, 
Airports Council International-North America 

5:15 PM – 
6:30 PM 

Welcome Reception (Embassy Hall) 

  

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2026 

8:00 AM – 
12:00 PM 

Registration (International Foyer) 

8:00 AM – 
9:00 AM 

Networking Breakfast (Embassy Hall) 

9:00 AM – 
10:15 AM 

Preventing Disputes Before They Take Off: ADR Strategies for Airport 
Owners, Contractors and Designers (International Ballroom) 
Airport capital improvement programs face increasing pressures: compressed 
schedules, aging facilities, regulatory complexity, and the challenges of 
coordinating multiple stakeholders. These realities make effective risk 
management and timely dispute resolution essential for avoiding cost escalation, 
delays, and litigation. This panel explores how Alternative Dispute Resolution 
(ADR) techniques and stepped claims management frameworks can help 
owners, designers, and contractors prevent disputes before they arise and 
resolve them quickly when they do. 

Moderator:  Ed Philpot, Partner, Troutman Pepper Locke LLP 

Speakers: Catrina Gilbert, Vice President, Risk Management,  
Dallas Fort Worth International Airport 
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 Andrew Murray, Construction Manager IV, Accenture  

 Iana Tassada Stuart, Senior Vice President – Aviation Market Leader, 
JE Dunn 

10:15 AM – 
10:45 AM 

Networking Break (International Foyer) 

10:45 AM – 
12:00 PM 

Airport Capital Project Showcase (International Ballroom) 
The last 3-4 years have seen a significant volume of airport capital development 
in the U.S. and Canada, with a particular focus on terminal modernization, 
expansion, and renovation. Often these projects have relied on sophisticated 
delivery methods, innovative construction technologies, and have involved 
challenges of keeping other airport facilities in operation while construction 
activities are underway. In this session, hear about several of these projects and 
how airports, designers, and builders are successfully implementing them. 

Moderator:  Chris Oswald, Senior Vice President-Safety & Regulatory Affairs,  
ACI-NA 

 Speakers: Ajay Babla, Program Manager-Airport Design and Construction, San 
Diego County Regional Airport Authority  

 Frank Rucker, Senior Deputy General Manager of Infrastructure, 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport 

12:00 PM – 
1:00 PM 

Grab and Go Lunches Available (International Foyer) 

12:30 PM – 
4:30 PM 

Airport Tour (Hyatt Regency Atlanta Lobby) 
We are pleased to announce that City of Atlanta Department of Aviation will be 
offering a tour of key sites associated with the ATLNext capital development 
program, including the "Mod Yard", where modules for the Concourse D 
expansion project are being fabricated; the new Aviation Administration Center 
and employee parking deck; South Parking Deck improvements; and West Curb 
improvements.  
 
Bus transportation will be provided to ATL for those participating and it will 
depart from the Hyatt Regency Atlanta promptly at 12:30 pm ET. Tour 
participants can bring luggage with them, which will be stored on the bus for the 
duration of the tour. At the conclusion of the tour, those departing from ATL will 
be dropped off to make their way to your departing flights. The bus will then 
return to the Hyatt Regency. The tour will conclude no later than 4:00 pm ET. We 
do not recommend going on the tour if you have a flight departing before 5:30 
pm ET. 
 
We will be able to accommodate 50 individuals on the tour and seats are 
available for registered ACSS attendees on a first registered/first served basis. An 
online sign-up form has been e-mailed to all registered conference attendees at 
which you can reserve seats.  

 


