
Thriving Airports Support a Thriving America

Airports have a footprint in every community in America and 
are critical to our country’s economic success. Airports support 
11.5 million jobs in the United States and produce an annual 
economic output of $1.7 trillion. Continued infrastructure 
investment and reduced regulatory burdens for America’s 
airports will support good-paying jobs, stimulate the economy, 
advance important environmental goals, and improve the 
passenger experience for millions of travelers.

U.S. Airport Infrastructure Needs Increase to $151 Billion

Airport infrastructure in the United States needs have swelled 
to $151 billion through 2027. The total cost of these critical 
projects dwarfs the funding available through annual Airport 
Improvement Program grants, Passenger Facility Charge user 
fee collections, grant funding available through the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law, and net income generated by airports. 
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in billions

Current funding 
available is
insufficent to 

meet airport needs.

Outdated Terminals Top U.S. Airport Needs

Airport infrastructure needs span the entire infrastructure 
ecosystem, but terminal projects make up the bulk of airport 
needs. For 2023 through 2027, terminal building projects 
represent 43 percent of the total infrastructure development. 
Terminal building projects are those necessary to accommodate 
more airlines and more passengers, improve the efficiency of 
passenger and cargo processing, increase levels of service, and
embark and/or continue on the decarbonization pathway. 

Simple Policy Solutions to Fix U.S. Airport Infrastructure

Increasing AIP funding, expanding AIP eligibility, modernizing 
the outdated PFC, and reducing regulatory burdens would allow 
airports to use funds in a way that benefits them the best, which 
in turn benefits the communities they serve.

U.S. AIRPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
GROWING NEEDS OF COLORADO AIRPORTS 
HEIGHTEN URGENCY FOR MODERNIZATION
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$3.9 BillionInfrastructure Needs
of Colorado Airports
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Current Airport Debt 
in Colorado $7.6 Billion
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CURRENT AIRPORT REVENUE SOURCES AND 
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE ARE INSUFFICIENT TO 
MEET AIRPORT INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS 

The airport industry is grateful for the COVID-relief grants and 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) funding for the entire aviation 
ecosystem while it experienced its worst-ever crisis.

COVID-relief grants are designed for airport operational expenses 
and aimed at bridging the revenue gap engendered by the collapse 
of air traffic. Congress authorized airports to draw on COVID-
relief grants for a four-year period, enabling airports to do sound, 
medium-term planning and smooth the shocks to their operating 
expenditures. 

Regarding funding and financing capital expenditures, airports 
historically rely on a limited array of revenue streams.
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Aeronautical revenues are drastically limited in the United States. 
While in rest of the world airports can set charges to recover their 
full costs (including cost of capital) and therefore finance their 
developments, airports in the United States are:

• Drastically limited by a strict cost-recovery rates and charges 
policy for their airside facilities;

• Prohibited to charge passenger-based passenger service 
charges to recover the costs of providing and financing terminal 
buildings (such passenger service charges, which are present in 
virtually all other countries in the world); and

• Subject to an outdated federal cap on the passenger facility 
charge at $4.50 per segment.
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Sources: FAA Certification Activity Tracking System, Form 5100-127, unadjusted.

Sources: Funding Needs - ACI-NA Infrastructure Needs Survey; funding sources: estimated by ACI-NA.

Maxed Out Airports

Regulatory burdens, inflation, and increased costs have 
hamstrung airports for decades and continue to constrain 
the industry’s ability to invest in infrastructure.   When the 
Passenger Facility Charge user fee is maxed out, airports aren’t 
able to fund needed infrastructure projects that help the airport 
keep pace with growth in passenger and cargo volume.

COLORADO AIRPORTS PFC CONSTRAINED UNTIL

Gunnison-Crested Butte Regional ............................................................2023
Montrose Regional ...............................................................................................2024
Durango-La Plata County ...............................................................................2024
Aspen-Pitkin County/Sardy Field ...............................................................2027
City of Colorado Springs Municipal ..........................................................2027
Telluride Regional .................................................................................................2030
Cortez Municipal ....................................................................................................2030
Denver International ............................................................................................2031
San Luis Valley Regional/Bergman Field ..............................................2034
Pueblo Memorial ...................................................................................................2036
Eagle County Regional ......................................................................................2036
Grand Junction Regional .................................................................................2036
Yampa Valley ............................................................................................................2039


