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• Annual World Airport Traffic Report

• ACI World Airport Traffic Forecast

• ACI World Economics & KPI Report

• ACI Policy Briefs

Important ACI World Economics 
and Statistics Publications



State of the airport industry

2018 preliminary results (Global and regional)

 Passenger traffic

 Air cargo

 Aircraft movements

Where are we going? 

(Global and regional)

 A glimpse into the future of pax traffic



Pax: Where are we now?√

Source: ACI World, 2019

Global passanger traffic 2018*: 8.8B (+6.4%)

+5.1%
2.0B

+4.9%
642M

+9.2%
214M

+6.4%
2.4B

-0.1%
392M

+8.2%
3.3B

*preliminary



Regional contribution to global passenger traffic growth (2018)

2018 growth: 6.4%
~510 million passengers



Contribution to global passenger traffic by regional share 
(2007-2017)

Global 2007-2017 CAGR: 4.3%
~3.1 billion passengers



Growth in passenger traffic and share of contribution to 
growth by airport size (2018/2017)

These two categories of
airports contributed 40% of
the entire global traffic
increase from 2017 to 2018

Almost 2/3 of these
airports are located in
ASP and EUR



Number of airports with >40 mppa - world 

(2008–2018)

Busiest become busier

2018 new airports:

São Paulo (GRU)

Chongqing (CKG)

Boston (BOS)

Bangkok (DMK)
46

50

37

Source: ACI World Airport Traffic Database, 2018
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Air cargo growth by region
2018 versus 2017

“Moderating” growth in 2018
2007-2017 CAGR: 2.4%

Qatar diplomatic 
crisis….

Fall in new export orders and output



Aircraft movement growth by region
2018 versus 2017

Qatar diplomatic 
crisis….

2007-2017 CAGR
0.5%



2018 traffic summary

• Resilient industry despite political and economic turmoil;

• 2018 preliminary growth rates; passengers (6.4%), cargo (3.4%), 
movements (3.3%); 

• Largest contribution to 2018 growth from ASP (45.4%) and EUR (27.4%) ;

• Fastest growing airport groups by size: 1-5 m (9.2%) and 5-15 m (8.1%).



World Airport Traffic Forecasts 2018–2040
• Covers the 2018 to 2040 period, using 2017 as reference year

• Features traffic volumes, growth rates, market shares and 
contribution to growth for…

– Total passengers, broken down into international and domestic

– Total air cargo

– Total aircraft movements

• Presented at global, regional and national levels with over 110 
countries

• Includes analyses, summary tables, predicted rankings, various
charts/graphs and the full dataset of forecasts

Introduction
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Forecasted international and domestic passenger traffic (2006-2040)

Domestic passengers International passengers

0.90

International traffic

71% of domestic traffic

International and 

domestic traffic 

sizes approaching 

parity in 2040

0.80

International traffic 80% the 

size of domestic traffic

0.71

0.68

Passenger traffic will 
double within 17 years

Traffic double within 17 years
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Forecasted passenger traffic—emerging versus advanced economies 
(2006-2040)

Advanced economies Emerging and developing economies

The emerging-to-

advanced ratio is 

currently 87%

Currently emerging economies' 

aviation market will be 1.5 times 

that of advanced economies

Currently emerging markets 

predicted to surpass 

advanced ones in 2022

The rise of emerging and 

developing economies 
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20.6%

3.8%

3.5%

3.0%

2.9%

13.9%

3.5%

2.5%

2.4%

2.3%

USA

China

Japan

India

UK

Spain

Germany

Brazil

Indonesia

Turkey

2017

Top 10 country markets by passenger traffic

Advanced economies Emerging and developing economies

14.8%

2.6%

2.3%

2.3%

18.8%

6.3%

3.2%

2.7%

2.5%

2.3%

China

USA

India

Indonesia

Turkey

Japan

Vietnam

UK

Brazil

Spain

2040

Advanced-to-emerging
ratio approximately

60:40

Advanced-to-emerging
ratio approximately

40:60

…a full reversal!

The rise of emerging and 

developing economies 
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Aviation’s center of gravity

moves eastward

12.2%
+1.5 B

8.8%
+1.1 B

17.4%
+2.2 B

8.0%
+1.0 B

2.0%
+256 M

51.5%
+6.5 B

World 2017–2040 passengers
+12.7 billion

NAM

LAC

EUR

AFR

MEA
ASP

Predicted regional contribution to 

passenger traffic growth

2017–2040 6/10
in ASP



WATF 2018–2040 Summary

• Aviation is shifting eastward;

• Passenger traffic doubles in 17 years; 

• Majority of traffic in currently emerging economies by 2022;

• ASP major contributor to forecasted global growth.

Conclusion



Airport economics and industry highlights (FY 2017)
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• Airport Economics 

Report (AER)

• Airport Economics 

Key Performance 

Indicators (KPIs)
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Representing airport interests

ACI Economic policy oriented publications (data 

driven and evidence based to support policy 

makers): 

- ACI Policy Brief on airport ownership, regulation 

and financial performance  (March 2017)

- ACI Policy Brief on airport networks and the 

sustainability of small airports (Fall 2017)

- ACI Policy Brief creating fertile grounds for 

private investment in airports (June 2018)
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Representing airport interests

Recent guidance material: 

- Recommended practices on 

Transparency and consultations with 

airlines on setting airport charges



ACI World Economics and Statistics

https://store.aci.aero/product-

category/economics-statistics/
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https://store.aci.aero/product-category/economics-statistics/

